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Cook County has begun the process of creating its first transportation plan since its 1940 highway plan. The Cook 
County Department of Transportation and Highways is collecting feedback from residents on present and future 
transportation needs. 
 
“Connecting Cook County” launched late last month, and the long-range transportation plan will guide Cook County’s 
investments. Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle said in a statement, “We can no longer continue to make one-
off transportation investments. We need a coherent strategy.” 

The planning process, to be completed in 18 months, is led by the Transportation and Highway Department 
(which didn’t always have “transportation” in its name) alongside an advisory committee with local transit advocacy 
heavyweights, including MarySue Barrett of the Metropolitan Planning Council and Jacky Grimshaw of the Center for 
Neighborhood Technology. 

The county’s online survey uses the now-familiar MetroQuest platform where residents can pin ideas and note 
problem areas on a map. A couple of Streetsblog readers who’ve taken the survey told us that it would be easier for 
them to send feedback if they knew which roads were under the county’s jurisdiction. I passed along that information 
to one of the planners and created a map in the meantime. 

The Chicago Transit Authority, Metra, Pace, and the Chicago Department of Transportation will all be part of the 
planning process. 

Streets under county jurisdiction include the Fullerton Avenue speedway west of Sacramento, Western Avenue, most 
of Ashland Avenue, and portions of several smaller streets. 

http://www.connectingcookcounty.org/resources-1940plan.html
http://www.connectingcookcounty.org/involved-metroquest.html
http://blog.cookcountygov.com/2014/02/25/president-preckwinkle-launches-long-range-transportation-plan/
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